Thematic approach to teaching reading and environmental education kindergarten-sixth grade by Gonzales, Christina R.
California State University, San Bernardino 
CSUSB ScholarWorks 
Theses Digitization Project John M. Pfau Library 
1991 
Thematic approach to teaching reading and environmental 
education kindergarten-sixth grade 
Christina R. Gonzales 
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.lib.csusb.edu/etd-project 
 Part of the Environmental Education Commons 
Recommended Citation 
Gonzales, Christina R., "Thematic approach to teaching reading and environmental education 
kindergarten-sixth grade" (1991). Theses Digitization Project. 739. 
https://scholarworks.lib.csusb.edu/etd-project/739 
This Project is brought to you for free and open access by the John M. Pfau Library at CSUSB ScholarWorks. It has 
been accepted for inclusion in Theses Digitization Project by an authorized administrator of CSUSB ScholarWorks. 
For more information, please contact scholarworks@csusb.edu. 





















Advisor: Dr. Darleen Stoner











Thisguide identifies stories firom Houghton Miffiin's Reading Literature Series
 
complementary toenviroaimentaleducaticm acrivities fitssiProject WILD,AquaticProject
 

















This guide was prepared with the assistance ofDr.Darleen K.Stoner,professor at
 
California StateUniversity,San BernardinoandKaren Gilbert,environmentalresource
 















Review ofthe Literature........... ..»3
 
























Appendix B:Story List.......................... 144
 
Appendix C:BooksFound in the Reading Beyond Section inGuide.................. 149
 




Thehum^race israjiidly exhausting its Supply ofnaturalresources.Itisimportantfor
 
the phenomenon to be slowed before we are paralyzed by ourown overconsumption. The
 
mostinfluential roleforeducators toward this end is teaching students aboutthe
 
interrelatioasiiip between humansand theirtotalenvironment. Educatorshaveanimportant
 
rolein proyiding students with the knowledge and skills necessary to develop responsible
 
environment^ behavior. ■ 
This guide is yritten for the classroom teacher who is using the Houghton Mifflin
 
Literature Reading Series and isinterested in incorporating environmentaleducation into a
 
reading program. Approximately79%ofthe districtsin Californiacurrently usethis series.
 
Manystorieslistedintheguide may additionally beusefultoeducatorsnotusing theseries.
 
Incoiporated into the guide are activities from Project WILD,Aquatic Project WILD,
 








Hie concepts and sub-concepts were taken ftpm Kimbark's Environmental Education
 




through Grade Twelve.The six universal themes(Imagination and Reality,Growing and
 
Learning,Achieving Goals^ Challenges and Solutions,Find OurWorld,Building Personal
 
Relationships)used in the guide were created by Houghton Mifflin,
 














In this era of ecological awareness, it is fitting for teachers to stress environmental
 
education. Thisguide willillustratehowenvironmentaleducation,hands-on activities,and
 
whole language can beintegrated easily and naturally into the curriculum.
 
Lessons in environmental education give children a better understanding of"nature,
 
culture, people,ideas, and feelings about the environment"(Stoner& Morrison, 1991).
 




Itisimportantto integrate environmentaleducation into the curriculm in a wayin which it
 










The use of hands-on activities for children is essential for any successful program,
 
especiallyin environmentaleducation. Outdoorand hands-on activities helpchildren make
 
sense ofthe world in which they live(Roxborough, 1988). Children leam best by active
 
participation throughout all curricular areas(Roman,Karl,Vega,and Edgecomb,1990).
 




approach:awareness,knowledge,attitude,skills and participation(Beutler,1988).In both
 
whole language and environmental education,students look at the broiad topic,discuss it,
 




ofliterature todevelopenvironmentalliteracyisexemplified in thematicteaching unitsthat
 








The philosophy of whole language is concerned with extending the learning process
 
beyond the structure ofindividual subjects and into the world outside the classroom. The
 
whole language approach plans its literary curriculum around exploring other subjects,
 






(Haycock, 1989). The environmental teacher's emphasis should be on not whether the
 
students can doa skill, buthow it is done and when it is applicable(Haycock,1989). Itis
 
importantforstudentsto participatein meaningful activities. In using wholelanguage,one
 




Children respond very well to literature(O'Brien &Stoner,1987). As there are many
 
books for grades K-6 that have environmental themes,a teacher can take advantage of
 
opportunities in the reading/literature program to presentenvironmental topics. Carefully
 
themes present^in earlier lessons,
 
Environmental education endeavors to instill the necessary knowledge, skills, and
 
values in students to make them competent environmental problem solvers. As children
 




The goal of this educational guide is to faciUtate die teaching of enviipninental
 
education through reading and language arts. I believe thatmany teachers do notfeel
 
reading andlanguage artsinsteadofmakingthema separateentity. Theteacher willbe
 


















denoted as trade books,are from the Houghton Mifflin Literature Bookshelf Selections.
 
Trade books are spihetimeslist^underdifferentthemesthan theuhk which t^ in
 
the studenttext(see AppendixDforan overview oftrade bookthemes). Thenfollowsalist
 




words. Alsoprovided are appropriate activitiesfromProjectWILD,AquaticProjectWILD,
 
ProjectLearning Tree, California Environmental Education Guide, dead CLASSProject.
 
Complementary literature from the teacher's manual,found in the chart underReading
 




























Alexanderand the Wind-Up Mouse
 
A. Living things are interdependent with their naturaland physicalehvironment.
 
1. Living thingscan be grouped:alike and non-alike.
 
2. There are living and non-living things in my environment.
 
3. Living things live in a variety ofenvironments.
 




1. Plants and animals grow and change.
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UniversalThemesin Houghton Mifflin Reading Language Arts
 








Deep in the Forest(trade book)
 






















Mike Mulligan andHisSteam Shovel(trade book)
 
Environmental Education Conceptsand Sub-Concepts
 
Living things are interdependent with their naturaland physicalenvironment.
 
1. In any environment,living things have similar needs.
 
2. Animals need green plants and other animalsforfood.
 
3. Animals need food,water,shelter,and space.
 
4. Mostplants are dispersed in the environmentby seeds.
 
5. There is a greatdiversity among plants and animals.
 
















4, People use rnaterials and energy athome and in school.
 






3. Energy changes things:push,pull,lift,run,clocks,etc...
 
4. Changescan beobserved and measured.
 




^y;'ment. ; "y.; : v',; • 'y'"- , ^ ■ ■ ■ 'yy.' '
 







































































































































































































Everyijody Needs aHome 
PROJECT WILD 








How We Have Changed
ENVIRONMENTAL Everybody Needs aHomeEDUCATION Your Habitat SurveyGUIDE 
■CLASS ' Vv "' 
PROJECT 




























Life Cycle ofa Plant 








MyNew Boy Mike Mulligan and HisSt^m 































A. Living things are interdependent with their natural and physical environnient.
 
1. Animals need foodjwater,shelter,and sp^e.
 
2, Mostplantis are dispersed in the environmentbyseeds.
 





























































Life Cycle ofa Plant Life Cycle ofaPlant
 
The LittleRedHen The CarrotSeed
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A. Living things are interdependent with their natural and physical enviromiient.
 
1. Animals need food,water,shelter,and space.
 
















1. Beauty is a matterofpersonal opinion. Peopledevelop theirown criteriafor
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GRADE: FIRST	 THEME: ACHIEVING GOALS
 
























































































GRADE: FIRST THEME: CHALLENGES &SOLUTIONS
 




Storv: Chicken Little(trade bbokY
 






A. Living things are interdependent with their natural and physicalenvironment.
 
1. Animals need green plantsand other animalsforfood.
 
2. Mostplants are di^rsed in the environment by seeds.
 





















GRADE: FIRST THEME: CHALLENGES &SOLUTIONS
 




















































GRADE: FIRST THEME:DISCOVERING OUR WORLD
 










Environmental Education Conceptsand Sub-Concepts
 
A. Living things are interdependent with their natural and physicalenvironment.
 
1. Animals need'green plants andjOther animalsforfood.
 
2. There is a great diversity among plants and animus.
 
B. Living things and environments are in constantchange.
 
1. Living things change.
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UniversalThemesin Houghton MiMin ReadingLanguage Arts
 










• Storv: LittleRedRiding H0odiixddt\)^
 
Environmental Education CmsceptSand Sub-Goncepts
 
A. Living tiiiiigs are ihterdependent with their natural and physical enviroiiment.
 
1. Animals need j^een plants and otheranimalsforfood.
 
2. Theie isa greatdiversity ambng plants and animals.
 
B. People's social behavior is basic to maintaining,altering,enhancing or destroying the
 
'\:;.-environinent. ■ 
1. A fariiily dependson the help and talentsofothersin the community.
 
2. People need to live in harmony with their environment
 












2. Beautyis a matterofper^nalopinion. People develop theirown criteriafor
 























































































































A. Living things are inteidependenl with their natural and physicalenvironment.
 
1. There are different environtnentseach with characteristicsfeatures and life.
 
2; Mants and animalscan live and grow only where theirrequirementsforfood
 
water,shelter,space,and sunlight are met.
 
3. Living thingsin a naturalcommunity depend upon one another.
 








3. People use resourcesforfood,clothing,shelter,utensils,transportation,
 
C. Living things and environments arein constantchange.
 
, : ■ , 1. Weatherchanges.
 

































































































Cloudy With a Chanceof OneFineDay
 












The Beautiful Basics The Beautiful Basics
 
Everybody Needs aHome And the WolfWore Shoes
 























1. Lixirig Uiingsin a naturalcommunity depenciupon one another.
 
2. Thecity isacommunity where people live and work alongside one another.
 
Communitiescan differin culture,customs,and environment.
 










1. All animalscontribute to an ecosystem. Even those with people.
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GRADE: SECOND THEME: GROWING&LEARNING
 
STORY 
Gregory,the Tenible Eater Katy No-Pocket 
kangaroo 
crocodile 
• vocabulary; . 
And the WolfWore Shoes And the WolfWore Shoes 
Habitracks 










Creating aFood Chain 











An Anteater Named Arthur 
STORY (trade book) 
anteater 
yOGABULARY 









































A/ Living things are with their natural and physiealenvironment.
 
1. There are differentenvkonmentseach with characteristic features and life.
 
2. Thecity isaeommuhity wherepeoplelive and work alongsideone another.
 
Communitiescan differ in culture,customs,and environment.
 
3. In the city coiMmuiiity some animals and plants are cared for by people.
 








G. Living things and environments are in constantchange.
 
1. People can take action to make a better environment.
 













































































































GRADE: SECOND THEME: CHALLENGES&SOLUTIONS
 
Univei^lThemesin Hpughton Miffliii ReadingLanguage Arts
 
















A. Living thingsareinterdependent with their natural and physical environtnent.
 
1. There are differentenvironmentseach with characteristic features and life.
 
2. Plants and animalscan live and grow only where their requirementsforfood,
 
water,shelter,space and sunlightare met.
 
3. Living thingsin a naturalcommunity depend upon one Mother.
 
4. Certain plants and animals arefound togetherin communities.
 
5. In the city community some animals and plants are cju-ed for by people.
 




2. Living things change—lifestyles,growth,disease,death,decay.
 








































































































































































































































GRADE: SECOND THEME:DISCOVERING OUR WORLD
 










Environmental Education Conceptsand Sub-Concepts
 
A. Living things are interdependent with their natural and physicalenvironment.
 
L Hiere arc differentenvironments,each with characteristic features and life.
 
2. Living things in a naturalcommunity depend upon one another.
 
3. The city is acommunity where people live and work alongside one another.
 
Communitiescan differ in culture,customs,and environment.
 
B. Living things and environments arein constantchange. 
I ■^feather 
2. Living things change - lifestyles, growth, disease, death, decay. 
3. People have made changes in the environment that have led to the endangerment 
and extinction of plants and animals. 
C. People interact mentally and emotionally to the objects and events in their 
environment. 
 51 

















LEARNING ■ . ■ , 
TREE. 
Things We Care About 






Farewe// taShcufy Glade 
READING 










Whale of a Tail 
Everybody Needs a Home 
Creating aFood Chain 


































: ■ ■ ■ ' ■ ■"■ ■ ■ v"; ; 
Creating aFood Chain 
Dwellings 



















Stories: TheRabbitand the Turnip
 
Environmental Education Conceptsand Sub-Concepts
 
A. Living things are interdependent with their natural and physical environinent.
 
1. There are differentenvironinents,each with characteristic features and life,
 
2. Plants tuid animalscanlive and^w only where theirrequirementsforfood,
 
water,shelter,space,and sunlight are met.
 
3/Liviiig thingsih a natural coimriunity depend upon one another.
 
4, Thecity is acommunity wherepeople live and work alongside one another.
 
Coinmunitiescan differ in culture,customs,and enviroriments.
 
5. In the city community some animalsand plants are caredfor by people.
 




1. People develop different modesofadaptation to life in differentenvironments.
 
2. People living in modern cities are able modify theirenvironmentsin many ways.
 
C. Living things and environiftents are in constantchange.
 
1. Living thingschange - lifestyles,growth,disease,death,decay.
 
2: Enyubiiinentalchangesaffect living things.
 
J 3,Peoplectm take actiph toinake a better envirorinaent.
 




1. Pleasantenvironments may be created by adding or subtracting items.
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GRADE: SECOND THEME: 
STORY 
Birthdays Nannabah'sFriend 
mole .hogan , 
fireflies mesa 
VOCABULARY 


















































































































Environmental Education Conceptsand Sub-Concepts
 
A. Living things are interdependent with their natural and physicalenvironment.
 
1. Peopleconsume plants and animals.
 
2. A specific predator-prey relationship formsafood chain.
 
3. Allofthe variousinterdependencies in acommunity are called afood web.
 
4. People are dependentupon the environmentforenergy.
 
5. Animalscan be classified according to various characteristics.
 








1. People utilize the environmentto secure their needs.
 
2. Environmental characteristics that affect people's livesin differentregions
 
include: soil,water supply,temperature,plants,animals and air quality.
 
C. Living things and environments arein constantchange.
 
1. The population ofplants and animals varies with changing conditions.
 
2. People cause environmentalchange.
 




1. People's appreciation ofthe environmentis often expressed through art,music,
 















































And the WolfWore Shoes
 

















































































ThingsWeCare About TheBeautiful Basics
 









GRADE: THIRD THEME: GROWING&LEARNING
 








Environmental Education Conceptsand Sub-Concepts
 
A. Living thingsare interdependent with their natural and physicalenvironment.
 
1. Peopleconsume plantsand animals.
 
2. A specific predator-prey relationship formsafood chain.
 
3. Plants and animals have adaptations which enable them to live in specific
 
;enyift>^^ ''V' ' ' " '
 




1. People utilize the environmentto secure their needs.
 
C. Living things and environments arein constantchange.
 














































antlers . .. .. . 
^'moose- . 
TTie ThicketGame And theWolfWore Shoes 
Marsh Mnnchers
 




■ ' . : ■ ■ ■ • ■■ ■ ■ -V ' ■ ■ 
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A. Liying things are interdependent with their hatural and physicalenvironment.
 
1; Plants and animals have atkptations which enable them tp live in specific 
;v ■ ,:;V--environtnents. , ^ 
B. People's social behavioris basic to maintaining,altering,enhancing or destroying the 
: A Pnvironrnent. ■ 
1, Environmental characteristies that affect people's lives m^ferentregions
 
include: soil,water supply,tetnperatuie,plants,aninjals,andair quality.
 
G. Living things and environments arein constantchange.
 





GRADE: THIRD THEME: ACHIEVING GOALS
 
STORY 
Old Blue TheTalesofOlgaDaPolga 
(trade book) 
longhom preening 
: steer . ■ flpra 
VOCABULARY mesquite trees fauna 
sleet mollusks 
What's Wild? What's Wild? •• Habitracks 
Everybody Needs a Home 
PROJECT WILD What's That Habitat ? 
Classroom Carrying Capacity 


















GRADE: THIRD THEME: CHALLENGES &SOLUTIONS
 




















A. Living things are interdependent with their natural and physicalenvironment.
 




3. Allofthe various interdependenciesin acommunity are called afood web.
 




5. Animalscan be classified according to various characteristics.
 








1. People utilize theenvironmentto secure their needs.
 
C. Living things and environments arein constantchange.
 
1. The population ofplants and animals varies with changing conditions.
 





































TheGreen Thumb Thief Digging Up Dinosams 
quarry 
fossil 
Museum Search for Wildlife 
AquaWords 
I^af'Piints:­ ■ y Makea Fossil 
Water YouKnow? 
Classroom Water YouEatPlants? 
Conservation 
66 

































































































































































































































GRADE: THIRD THEME:DISCOVERING OUR WORLD
 




Stories: The White Stallion
 




Environmental Education Conceptsand Sub-Concepts
 
A. Living things are interdependent with their natural and physicalenvironments.
 
1. A specific predator-preyrelationship forms afood chain.
 
2. Allofthe variousinterdependenciesin acommunity are called afood web.
 
3. Animalscan be classified according to various characteristics.
 





GRADE: THIRD THEME:DlSCOVERim OUR WORLD
 







■. ■" ■■ ■ ■■ ■ . . 
mat's WM? ■ ' ■ Color Crazy 
TheThicket Game 
PROJECT WILD Surprise Terrarium 
Net Gain,Net Effect 








Interviewing People Who 
Know 
Creating aFood Chain 









GRADE: THIRD THEME:DISCOVERINGOUR WORLD
 

























GRADE: THIRD \theme: buildingpersonalrelationships
 


















InWhickPooh Goes Visiting andGetsInto a TightPlace
 
Environmental Education Conceptsand Sub-CQncepts
 
A. Living things areinterdependent with their natural and physical environment.
 
1. Plants and anitnals have adaptations which enable them to live in specific 
' ■ ■environments.'';' /■ ■■ ■ 
B. People's social behavior is basic to midntaining, altering; enhancing or destroying the 
environment. 
T. People utilize the environment to secure their needs. 
2. Wherever people live they harvest natural resources, which may not replenish 
themselves. . 
3. Environmental characteristics that affect people's lives indifferent regions 
include: soil, water suppily, temperature, plants, animals, and air quality. 
C. Living things and environments are in constant change. 
1. Thepopulation of plants and animals varies with changing conditions. 
D. People interact irientally and emotionally to the objects and events in their 
\eiivironment., ' 
1. People's appreciation of the environment is oftenexpressed through art, music, 













How Many Bears Can Live
 
PROJECT WILD
 in the Forest?
 




































































































































































































In WhichPooh Goes Visiting
 




















GRADE: FOURTH THiMm IMAGINATION&REALITY
 














A. Liviiig things are interdependent with their natural and physic^ environment.
 
1. Living things are adapted to and deperidenton theenvironmentthey live in.
 












Appearances Why Mosquitoes Buzzin
 
STORY








Let's GoRya Kite AnimalPoetry
 













































































































































And the WolfWore Shoes
 







GRADE: FOURTH THEME: GROWING&LEARNING
 










Eiivifmtmental Education Conceptsand Sub-Concepts
 
A. Living things are interdependent with their natural and physicalenvironment.
 




C. Living things and environments arein constantchange.
 





















































































































GRADE: FOURTH THEME: ACHIEVINGGOALS
 










A. Living things are interdependent with their natural and physical environinent.
 




L People have aresponsibility toconserve and protect the natural resources.
 
2. Resources are available in different quantities throughoutthe world.
 
C. Living things and environments are in constant chtuige.
 













GRADE: FOURTH THEME: ACHIEVING GOALS
 




























































2. Living things are adapted to and dependent on the environment they live in. 
B. People's social behavior basic to niaintmningj altering,enhancing or destroying the 
■ ;/environinent,^, \ ' 





















































































Animal Charades What Did Your Lunch Cost 
..What's'iWDinner? , ■ :v:; ■^■ ^Wildlife,? 
Lpbster in Your LunchBox 





























































■ ■ ' ■ ■ ■ ' • ' ■ ■ ■ 








GRADE: FOURTH THEME: CHALLENGES&SOLUTIONS
 








































GRADE: FOURTH THEME:DISCOVERINGOUR WORLD
 
UniversalThemesin Houghton Mifflin Reading Language Arts
 
Unit: Learning From Nature(1)
 








Environmental Education Conceptsand Sub-Concepts
 
A. Living things are interdependent with their natural and physicalenvironment.
 
1. Living thingsreturn mattertotheenvironment
 
2. Living things are adapted to and dependenton theenvironmentthey live in.
 
3. Allliving things are dependenton sunlightas a source ofenergy.
 
4. Life cycles ofliving things are adapted to specific environments and habitats.
 
5. Many different kindsofanimal and plantcommunities exist.
 
6. Allliving things depend on soil directly orindirectly.
 




1. People have aresponsibility to conserve^d protect the natural resources.
 
C. Living things and environments arein constantchange.
 
1. People's actions have environmentalcohsequences.
 
2. The availability ofwateris related to weather patterns.
 




1.Moneyforms are related to the environment.
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GRADE: FOURTH THEME:DISCOVERINGOUR WORLD
 










• , ,, . : ■ , " ;■ , . 
canopy 
Stoimy Weather Habitat Rummy 
Tracks 
PROJECT WILD Graphananimal 
Forest in a Jar 
Classroom Carrying Capacity 
AQUATIC 
project WILD 
Water Your Know? What's in Soil? 
PROJECT Healing Wounds 
LEARNING^ : ^ School Yard Safari 
TREE Water You Know? 
HoldingPower 
Food Chain Simulation
CALIFORNIA Jobs in a Biotic Community
ENVIRONMENTAL Plant Adaptations




See Through theForest 
A Day in theLife ofaForestREADING 
RangerBEYOND 
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GRADE:FOURTH THEME:DISCOVERING OUR WORLD
 
STORY 
Vv- ' • ■■ ■ ■ ■. 













How Big is Your Tree? 
-TreeCookies ■ ' 

























































Did You See ThatDogwood
 























































































1. Living things are adapted to and dependenton the environirient they live in.
 




G, Living things and enyirbnmehts are in constantchange.
 





























































































































GRADE: FIFTH THEME:IMAGINATION REALITY
 
UniversalThemesin Houghton Miftlin Readihg Uanguage^^A^^^^
 














C. Living things and environments are in constantchange.
 


















Fog Magic LovableLadybug 
FIMajEGf WILD- ■ 
■ /tempest ■ ■ ■ ■ : „ "■' ■ swarms migratory 
. , '.parasite' 
■ : :.pest' ':­
' .■^cies^v'vry 








■LEARNING: ,:--.: : 







Making a Place for Wildlife 
































































A. Living things are interdepeiident w^ natural and physicalenvironment.
 
B. People's social behavioris basic to maintaining,altering,enhancing or destroying the
 
■V,:; ^;;^environrheht.;^,; , . 
1. People change environments through agriculture, forestry, hunting, energy use, 
housing andpollution. 
G. Living things and environments are in constant change. 
1. Environments change natiir^iy - climate, seasons, fire, flood, earthquake, 
: ^ .;- :^:' -"erosiGn.^V 
2. The water cycle effects change in the environmertL 
3. Each environment goes through a succession of predictable ch^ges. 
D. People interact ment^lyruid emotionally to the objects and events in their 
environment. 
1. People developed mythology and other literary forms to explain natur 
phenomena. People make up their own ecological mythology. 
105 
GRADE: FIFTH THEME: GROWING&LEARNING
 
STb«y 













Needs and Wants Needs and Wants 
CALIFORNIA 
ENVIRONMENTAL 

















































































































The Native Way, A Natural 
^project':. - :■ ■ ..Lifestyle ■ 

































Net Gain, Net Effect
 
Colors From Nature 
Plant Dyes 
Natural Art 
Another Way of Seeing 
Native AmericanDwellings 
Water on the Move 
Buffalo Woman 
108 
GRADE: FIFTH THEME: ACHIEVING GOALS
 






Environmental Education Conceptsand Sub-Concepts
 
A. Living things are interdependent with theirnatural and physicalenvironment.
 
1. Plantsand animals living in the oceans are adapted to an aquatic environment.
 








C. Living things and environments arein constantchange.
 
1. Environmentschange naturally - climate,seasons,fire,flood,earthquake, 
... • erosion.. ■ 


































MyKingdom for a Shelter 
Tracks! ; ■ ■ ■ ■ ■. 
AnimalPoetry 
The Thicket Game 
HieHunter 





GRADE: FIFTH THEME: CHALLENGES&SOLUTIONS
 
UniversalThemesin Houghton Mifflin Reading Language Arts
 












Environmental Education Conceptsand Sub-Concepts
 
A. Living things are interdependent with their natural and physicalenvironment.
 
1. Living things depend upon a Carbon dioxide-oxygen cycle. Theoxygen cycle
 
can be ihterfupted byremovalofgreen plants.
 
2. Plants and animals living in the oceans are adapted to an aquatic environment.
 
3. Huinan healthis related toa healthy environment.
 








2. The utiliMtion and availability ofnatural resources hasinfluenced historical 
■ events.,, - "y'. . ■ 








C. Living things and environments are in constantchange.
 









































































GRADE: FIFTH THEME: CHALLENGES&SOLUTIONS
 




























































Tall Tales TallTales 







':BeariyBbrh /: . ■ ■ ■ ■ -v - . ■' ■: . ... ■ ■■ " " 
And the WolfWore Shoes 
Outdoor Manners Coloring Folklore 
Book Seed Dispersal 
■Woodwork,;' 
Interview a Board Worker 
With or Without 
Seed Dispersal 
What Good Are Trees ? 
Are There Any Cleaicut 
Answers? 
GRADE: FIFTH THEME:DISCOVERING OUR WORLD
 
















A. Living diings are interdependent with their natural and physical environment.
 
L Plantsand animals Hyingin the ocean are adapted to an aquatic environment.
 
2. Human health isrelate to a healthy environment.
 
3. A healthy body dependson the properfunctioning ofeach organ system.
 
B. People's social behavioris basic to maintaining,altering,enhancing or desttoying the
 
;-V >'Oiivironinent. ' '' N; "
 




C. Livipg things ahdenvironments arein Constantchange.
 
1. Environrherits change naturally - climate,seasons,fire,flood,earthquake, 
, '■yerpsion. - ;':'y';,-/;;;y; - -V: ^ 
2. As the enviroiiinerit chahges, the food webchanges. 
3. The water cycle effects change in the environment 
4. Bach environment goes dirough a succession ofpredictable changes. 
5. Forces of weather andmountain building are continually changing the earth's 
''bioinass. ' 
6. Throughout the history of earth therehave been new adaptations of Hving things. 
Di People interact mientally and emotionally to the objects and events in their 

































































































































:shagS' ■ ■ 
adapted 
poacher 





















The Basic Necessities Animal Diversity
 
Water Charades Adaptation Advantages
 




Water on the Move
 
Animats (tf theDesert 
y'V' ' ' ' • v- ';. My Side of theMomtain 























































 GRADE: FIFTH THEME:BUILDINGPERSONALRELATIONSHIPS
 
UniVer^lThein*^in Houghton Mifflin ReadingLanguage Arts
 










A. Living thingsare interdependent with thek ri^  and physical enVirontnent.
 
B. People's social behavior is basic to maintaining,altering,enhancingor destroying the 
: ■-:;:en\drohmentv' 
1. People used exploration as a way of supplementing the available natural 
resources. 
2. People change environments through agriculture, forestry,hunting,energy use, 
housing, andpollution. 
C. Living things and environments are in constant change. 
1. Environments change naturally - climate, seasons, fire, flood, earthquake, 
erosion. 
2. The water cycle effects changes in the environment. 
3. The environment is changed and/or iiiaintainedby the decomposition cycle. 





































































GRADE: FIFTH THEME: 
A Zillion Stars The Wind in the Willows 
STORY 
boars drakes 
harvested ;.Irishes/ 'V;. ■ ' 
VOCABULARY irrigated ■ ■iriach^:': 
And the Wolf Wore Shoes 
Animal Poetry 
PROJECT WILD 
Blue Ribbon Niche 
PROJECT WILD 
Sounds in City andForest 
PROJECT An Individual Experiment 


















































































































A. Living things are interdependent with their natural and physical environment.
 










1. The out-of-doors can be a source ofenjoyment and afactorin healthful living.
 




















































































GRADE: SIXTH THEME: GROWING&LEARNING
 
UniversalThemesin Houghton Mifflin Reading Language Aits
 










Environmental Education Conceptsand Sub-Concepts
 
A. Living things are interdependent with their natural and physical environment.
 
1. AM animalMeis dependent upon the existence ofplants.
 
2. Successful organisms are well adapted to their environment.
 
B. Living things and environments arein constantchange.
 




2. Through water, air pollution,and over-use ofland,people havechanged the
 
natural environmentby upsetting the balance ofnature.
 




1. The out-ofrdoorscan be a soxu-ce ofenjoyment and afactorin healthful living.
 
2. Itisimportantto keep our environment safe and healthy.
 
3. Authors use"nature"similies and metaphors to illustrate meaning.
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GRADE: SIXTH THEME: GROWING&LEARNING
 

















Outdoor Manners Coloring 
PROJECT -Book . . 
LEARNING I'dLike to Visit a Place 






























































Wildwork Smokey the Bear Said What?
 





GRADE: SIXTH THEME: ACHIEVING GOALS
 
UniversalThemes ill Houghton Mifflin Reading Language Arts
 






A. Living things are interdependent with their natural and physicalenvironment.
 
1. Allanimallife is dependentupon the existenceofplants.
 
2. Successfulorganisms are well adapted to their environment.
 
3. People are depehdentu^iithe environmentfor energy(water,wind,fossil,
 
■ iracte^,Other). ; ^ ^ : 





















































































GRADE: SIXTH THEME: CHALLENGES&SOLUTIONS
 




Stories: Mrs.Frisbyand the RatsofNIMH
 
Bunnicula: A RabbitTaleofMystery (trade book)
 
Environmental Education Conceptsand Sub-Concepts
 
A. Living things are interdependent with their natural and physicalenvironmenti
 
1. All animallife is dependentupon the existence ofplants.
 
B. Living things and environments arein constantchange.
 
1. Improved plants and animals are the productofselective breeding.
 




1. Itis important to keep ourenvironmentsafe and healthy.
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What's for Dinner ? 
Who Lives Here ? 
First Impressions 
Where theRedFern Grows 
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GRADE: SIXTH THEME:DISCOVERING OUR WORLD
 
















A. Living things are interdependent with theirnatural and physicalenvironment.
 
1. Successful organisms are well adapted to theirenvironment.
 




C. Living things and environments are in constantchange.
 




1. The out-of-doorscan be a source ofenjoyment and afactor in healthful living.
 





































































GRADE: SIXTH THEME:DISCOVERINGOUR WORLD
 
The BlackPearl Kon-Tiki: Across the Pacific 
STORY by Raft 

























QuroE;. : ■ 
CLASS;. ■ 
PROJECT 

















































































X well adapted to their environment.
 
B. People's social behavioris basic to maintaining,altering,enhancingor destroying the 
;' V ^enviroiiinent.v ■ s 
C. Mving things and environinehts arein cpristant change.
 
1. Anitnals and plants ane bfien incapable ofadapting tochangesin their habitat.
 
2. Improved plants and animals are the productofselective breeding fofdesired
 
■■traits./;, 
D. People interact mentally Md eihotionally to die objects and events in their 
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To obtain the resources usedcontactthefollowing agencies.
 
ProjectLearning Tree,forK-12grades,inservice requirement. Contact:Project
 




Project WILD and WILD Aquatic,for K-12grades,inservice requirement.
 




The California Versionofthe CLASSProject,for6-9 grades. Contact
 




The California EnvironmentalEducation Guide,for K-r6 grades. Contact
 






Overbey,Principal,KirnbaiicElementary School,San Bemardino City
 













The stories used in the guide are from the Houghton Mifflin Literary Reading Series.
 














5. Alexanderand the Wind-Up Mouse by LeoLionni
 






2. ComeIn,BooBearby David McPhail
 
3. T/tc//flf byJames Marshall
 




6. A GoodHomeby Laurene Krasny
 
7. GoodMorning,Chick by Mirra Ginsburg
 
8. BooBearand the Kite by Dav'xdMcPbaxl
 
9. Overin theMeadow byEzra Jack Keats
 
10.Oh,A-Hunting We WillGo by John Langstaff
 




13.MyNewBoy by Joan Phillips
 













20.C/wc^en£inffe retold by Steven Kellogg
 


















1. *^ITie Garden"from Frag d«d Toad JagetZfer by Arnold Lobel
 
2. Three Upa Tree by James Marshall
 




5. T/ieLi/e Cyc/e o/r/fe ly/iafe by PaulaZ.Hogan
 














13. An AnteaterWarnedArt/u/r by Bernard Waber
 






16. C/ierrZerand C/fer/y Fife by Vera B.WilUams
 
17. T/feFa&bfeamZr/ie TarnjF translated byRichard Sadler
 













1. The White Stallion byElizabeth Shub
 
2. RamonandthePirate Gullby RobertBarry
 
3. WhatMakesaBirdaBird?by May Garelick
 




5. Through Grandpa'sEyesby Patricia MacLachlan
 
6. Whafsthe Matter with Carruihers? by James Marshall
 
7. BraveJanetReacfrfar by JaneDuncan
 
8. MoreStoriesJulian Tells by Ann Cameron
 
9. TheSkatesofUncleRichardfrom the book by CarolFenner
 




12. The Green ThumbThi^hy Mary Blount Christian
 
13. Digging UpDinosaurs by Aliki
 
14. TheBuried Treasure retold by DjemmaBider
 
15. Owney,rAe7>ave/mgDog excerptsfrom the book byLynn Hall
 
16. An OakTreeDiesandaJourneyBegins byLouanne Norris and HowardE.Smith Jr.
 
17. A ToadforTuesday excerptsfrom the book by RussellE.Erickson
 
18. Wartonandthe King oftheSkies by RussellE.Erickson
 
19. Moo^eBohy by Bemiece Freschet
 
20. Fables by Aesop,LaFontaine,Mirra Ginsburg,and Arnold Lobel
 
21. OldBlue by Sibyl Hancock
 
22. D/gaDaFo/ga by MichaelBond
 
23. Annieand the Old One by M^ka Miles
 
24. TheEmperor'sPlum Tree by Michelle Nikly
 




1. Anna,Grandma,and theBig Storm by Carla Stevens
 
2. //ow Grew by William Jaspersohn
 
3. AboutElephants frx)m a book by Barbara WHliams
 
4. An excerptfrom Little House in theBig WoodsbyLamaIngalls Wilder
 
5. Appearancesby Mildred Pitts Walter
 
6. r/ie Gjfr by Helen Coutarit
 
7. An excerptfrom Chester Cricket'sPigeon Ride by George Seldeh
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8. Blackberries in theDark hyM&yislvik&s
 




11. An excerptfrom Charlotte's Web by E.B.White
 
12. Ga/Zflhr by DickKmgrSimth
 
13. An excerptfrpneiT/ie 5to/ie A/c/u2^me by Shay Meger
 
14. An excerptfromthe WrightBrothers:PioneersofModern Aviation by Quentin
 
■/■Reyiiolds;'-v 
■15.- t' he,Great. CteeiSe Co/tsp/raO' by Jean Vtm Leerw^ 
16. W/iy Afo5^mtoe5 Bmzz inPeopfe'iEnrsretoldby Verha Aaiderna 
ll;TheQhce-atearDaybyt\eB}j{Vaag 
18. An excerpt fromT/ieBorrowmby Nortori 
19. TTte i?ea/TTiii^by Wilharn Steig 
20. ffory #^3rf/BonycdnBecome Fan/BunyMn fiOrii the tall tale b^ Arrne Malcolmson 
21. T/ie Amyo/ o/FacWmgrc/i by AlfredBradley and MichaelBond 
22. Anexcerpt from ...drtdnowMi^ue/by Joseph Krurngold 
Fifth Grade 
1. An exc^t frornT^Midhi^/irB^byBetsy Byars
2. TA? Got ondr^Go/de/iFgg by Lloyd Alexander 
3. Fitf^toe5 by John Cunliffe 
4. Ah excerpt femFnck Ever/a5rin^ by Nattilie Babbitt 
5. BirdMigration, an expository 
6. An excerpt ft^pm ATotz/md, My^rer/onjWc^dby Bobette On 
7. Changes by Paul Galdone and Jane Yolen 
8. JTiei/eroi/te ofAflpidretoldby ShM^ 
9. Z/dieAthe Gddt fiorii a boPk by Isaac Bash 
10. Ahexcerpt fromHe/edAfeZ/cr'y reocAcr byMargaret Davidson 
11. An excerpt ftoaiMister Stotmalong by Anne Malcolmson tuidDell J. McGprtnick 
12. Ffl/Jro/es by Adrien Stputenburg and Marguerite Hetuy 
13. Ari excerpt frmpFAZZip Bd/Ziifed^./ recJPn mr^bc.by Betty Greene 
14. Anexc^t fr^om F/ieMocAcddFZoce by WilliamH. Armstrong
15: A ^ ZZwn Sidrs^ 
16. Anexcept frotiiFAe WZnd Zn rdc W7ZZpH'5 by Kenneth Graharrie 
17. AZ)cZ'5/sZo/idby William Steig 
18. An excerpt frotri rAc //adimcrhcfldXZg^by Colin Thiele 
19. Feorson.fl JZorbd/'BcflZAj^ t^ Susan Meyers 
20. "Shackleton'sEpic Voyage" from Shackleton's Epic Voyage by Michael Brown 
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21. OneDayin theDesertby Jean Graighead George
 
22. The Terrible Wave by Marden Dahlstedt
 
23. AnexcerptfromFog Magic,a book by Julia Sauer
 
24. LovableLadybug from a book by GeorgeLaycock
 




1. TheDragonDoctorfrom a book by Jo Manton
 
2. AnexceaptfromDearAfr./Je/wtow by Beverly Cieary
 
3. Responsibilities by MaryO'Hara,Dorothy Canfield,and Jesse Stuart
 
4. An excerpt fromBenandMe by RobertLawson
 
5. Tamingthe West,an expository
 
6. Living attheBottomofthe World:My Yearin Antarctica by Maria Melgoza Davis as
 
told to Valerie Tripp
 
7. An excerptfromDowDo r/iey Find/t.5'by George Sullivan
 
8. An excerptfrom TheBlackPearlby Scott O'Dell
 
9. Kon-Tiki:Across thePacific byRaftfrom the book by ThorHeyerdahl
 
10.Heroesand Villains by Rudyard Kipling and Kenneth Grahame
 
11. AnexcerptfromIn Search ofa SandhillCrane by Keith Robertson
 
12. Zee/y by Virginia Hamilton
 
13. Grandpa's Miracle byEve Bunting
 
14. An exceiptfrom roaZ/woAer by Jill Paton Walsh
 
15. Anexcerptfrom TheLoner by Ester Wier
 
16. NightSwimmersby Betsy Byars
 
17. An excerptfrom Frisbyand theRatsofNIMHbyRobertG.O'Brien
 



























Burton,Virginia. TheLittle House,Houghton Mifflin,1942.
 
Carle,Eric. TheVeryHungry Care/p///ar,Philoinel Books,1981.
 
Galdone,Paul. TAeLj'ff/eRed Houghton 19$9.
 
Heller,Ruth. ChickensAren'tthe Only Ones,Grossetand Dunlap,1981.
 
Krause,Ruth. The CarrotSeed,Harper and Row,1945.
 
TiirMe, Brinton. T/iy Frie/id,Obodw/t,Viking Press,1969.
 










Dalgliesh,Alice. The CourageofSarah Noble,Scribner,1954.
 
150 




Martin,BillJr.and Archambault,John. Knotson a Counting Rope,Holt,1987.
 




Peet,Bill. Farewe//to Houghton Mifflin,1966.
 
Rylant,CynlMa. W^nIWasYoung in the Mountains,Dutton,l9S2.
 








Aliki. The Story ofJohnny AppleSeed,TmmpetClub,1963.
 








Ness,Evaline. Sow, and Moo/w/jj/iC,Holt,1966.
 






















Selsam,MiUicentE.See Through the Forest,Harperand Row,1956.
 
Taylor,MildredD. Sang a/r/ie Trees,Bantam Books,DialPress,1975.
 
White,E.B.C/iariade's Wei?,Harper and Row,1952.
 
Wilder,Laura Ingalls. Uttle House in theBig Woods,Harper and Row,1932.
 





Baylor,Byrd. TheDesen is Theirs,Mactr^an,1975.
 




Grahame,Kenneth. The Windin the Willows,Scribner,1908.
 
Johnson,Sylvia A. AnimalsoftheDesert,LemerPublications Co.,1976.
 
































Rawls,Wilson. Where theRedFern Grows,Bantam Books,1974.
 















-Big Rears and 
Ullle Bears(A) 
»Sayit Again(B) 
- Good Ideas(Q . 
- HelpingOut(1) 
- HumorousTales(1) 
-Once Upon a 
Time(5) 
*One Fine Day(ItMLD) 
-Nobod/i 
Perfect(4) 
- Moreand More(2) 
-Wishing and , 
Wishing Again(3) 
-SolvingProblems(3) 
-Can You Figure 
It Out?(4) 
-Great Escapes(8) 
- •The Wingdingdilly 
(IIMLD) 
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